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HUNTINGBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY.

At the request of the rublicity vommittee of the Indiana
Library issociation, all librarians in the state have prepared
histories of their respective libraries, submitting duta to the
cormittee, sufficient to furnish an adequate account of the
organization and establishment of cuch librery, together with
its subsequcnt growth and its present condition. |

in compliance with the_requeat of the vormittee, miss
Genevieve r, villiams, librarian of the local library, has
compiled © compre ensive history of the nuntingburg rublie
Librery, cnd, =8 requested is submitting 1% to the local press
for publication, und is forwarding an official copy, together
with the nress elippings, to the district chairmun of the
cormittee, miss minta stone, librarian of the pedford iublic
Librery.,

ror source muterial, the files of tie local papers of the
year 1922 werc searched, library records, as rrescrved in the
secretary's reports of Library sourd meetings, were exemined,
and vpersonal knowledge of the organizatioh of the movement was
drawn u.on by the narrator,

This sketch of the library should be of interest to all
citizens, since it is the history of a looal civie institution,
which belongs wholly to the people, is supportéd by them, and

renders serv.ce ta all.
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The Huntingburg rublie uibrary, the first public library
to be established 1n 1mubols County, was officially crected on
monday, =pril 24, 1922, when mcmbers of the lirst Library roard
were lcgally sworn into office by the proper cuthorities., 1t

ot :
was not until two months loter, iliowever on July 29, 1922 that

)|
the library itself began to function. wun that duate, nine years

#go, the library opened 1its doors and began its work us one of
the educational agencies of nuntingburg. opefore that tinme,
imbolis county had been listed as one of the three remaining
black slheen among the ninety-two counties of indiana without a
public lilrary. fter that date rlke vounty on the west and
vrawford vounty on the euset, were the two counties s8till outside
the librory fold, gput in 19283 a publie library was established
at retersburg, ' like vounty, lesving vrawford vounty the last and
only vounty in Indiana w_thout a pu.lic libreary.

vomrered with a number of the neighboring libraries in
southern indienu, the locel library is a mere youth. 4 casual

glance sround the vicinity reveals the faot that the library at

seymour is twenty seven yecrs old; valem, twenty-eight; mt., vernon,

twent -nine; roseyville, thirty-three; r~edford, thirty-four;
vanrelton, forty-oie, vincennes, forty-two; New Albany, forty-
seven; Terre Haute, forty-nine; Princeton, fifty; Evansville
(Willard) fifty-five and New Harmony, the dean of all Indians
libraries-ninety-three years old. If written in detail, the
histories of somc of these older livruries would fill volumes,
reflecting as doubtless they would reflect, theo early life and
times, s well as the later development of their rcspective

communities,

recause of its comparative youth, the history of the
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Huntingburg librery, is lacking in picturesque details of the
early days in Huntingiurg and vicinity; but because of that
same youth, it has been possible to incorporate into this
sketeli details connected with the organization and establish-
ment of the loecal library, which, in the case of older ones,
mey have gone unrecorded, or mn? have been forgotten, and,
hence, at this tlme were impossible to securs by présent day
nerrators of the sketohas.

The idea of a public library for Huntingburg had its
inception in the minds of a few people about the yeur 1915;
but, because of the activity of these séme persons in prepar-
ing for the approachiny lubois County obaservance of Indiana's
Centenniel Celebration i1 Septerber, 1913, whioh celebration
was staged in Huntingbturg, the library idse was set aside, and
not revived until the early part of 1922, In the meantime,
Ed. H. Dufendech, edisor of the Juntingbury lndependent, and a
strong supporter of tae library idee died. .mong those who were
active in re-awekening an interest in the moviment were A L.
Gray, City attorney, Louis Wagner, meyor, B. V. Pickhardt,
editor of the Huntingburg Signel, and Cenevieva M. “illiams,

ussociecte editor,

we read of the result of “hls renewec activity from the

files of the Huntingburg Indepeident, in thse iscue of April 8,

1922:
ns 4efinite movement has veen starte! by the eitlizcns of
Huntingburg within the last few weeks, Ior the =steblishment of
a publie library in Huntingbure - the result of ¢ sentiment which
has Leen developing gradually ewong our citizens for several years.
A few weeks ago an informal meeting was held of persons

interested in the librery propos.tiom, and after a thorough
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discussion of the Indiana library law, it wus declded to give

Huntingburg citizens an explanation of this law, This work
was entrusted to Miss Genovieve #illioms and within the last
two wecks, she has seen more than one hundred citizens, who,
when personally interviewed, huve expressed their hearty
approval and endorsement of thc movement,.

Miss Williums 1s uncble to see each citizen individually,
beeruse of laek of time; henece, she is desirous of interesting
everyone through the use of the local papers. If, after the
following exposition of the library law, the manner of secur=-
ing a ypublie library is not clear, Miss Williums will gladly
explein the method to any one who will eull upon her". There-
eafter, followed an extract from the library law of Indiana
sctting iorth the methods by which & cammunity can secure a
public library.
the plon, whoreby the citizens take the iniltiative, and by donating
the neeessery wmount muke the tox mundatory. In the oase of
Huntingburg, the umount to be raised was $1076.26. The work of
preliminary subseription campaign wius finished on Saturday,
vpril 15, und on londay, april 17, 1922 the list, beuaring the
nemes of ninety-nine subscribers, wus taken to the county seat
at Jasper, ond Tiled in the oifice of the County Clerk, Charles

rtle; rhus was taken tlhie first legal step in the establish-
ment of # puulie library in Huntingburg.

riiat the initial movement for the establishment of a
public library in Huntingburg wes 4tdraeting more than local
tttention, was indicuted by communications Ifrom severullperaons,
prominent in Indiaena library and legislautive fioclds, _

vomment on the movement by the loeal press during the




first week in April, attracted tne attention of W. H. Hamiltcn,s.
of Indianapolis, at that time ¢irector of the Public Library Com-
mission of Indiana. 1In the issue of the Huntingburg Signal,
April 21, 1928, the following letter was published written by

Mr, Hamilton to ¥. W. Pickhardt, editor of the Signal;

"A olipping from the Signal of .pril 7 has Just reached
us, contalning the artiocle on the Huntingburg Library. We
are keenly interested and trust it will be but a short time
before the library will be giving service to your town, I
wrig espeeiclly impressed with your sentence stuting that a
librury does not necesssrily mean a librery building. 1t has
refercnee to the real lilrary - the books, necessary ecuipment,
ete. - the kernal, not thc outer shell. fe wish that more of
our small communities might realize that the service is the
important thing, and not the building. If the Publiec Library
Commission can be of any help to you in pushing this matter,
please let us know,."

In the Signal, issue of .pril 28, 1922 an item from
Indisznopolis, dated April 20, reuds: "Only two counties in
Indiane - Crewford and ’ike - are without libraries at the
present time, according to William J. Hamilton, secretary of
the Publlie Library Commission of Indiana, pubois County
obtalned its iirst litrary last week, he sald. 1%t is located
in Huntingburg," g

In the same 1ssue of the Signal, .pril 28, 1922, appeared
a letter, written to Mr. Pickhardt by Mr. J. C. bunn, of
Indiznapolis, now deceased, a mun outstanding in the state for
his prominenee in library and historical work in Indienal Mr.
Pickiardt's friendship ﬁith Mr, Dunn dated from the time gye

former was a member of the Indlane State Legislatures - 1889 and
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' be recognition of a just debt. 'he next generation will have a

1891, wr. Dunn fought many a battle with the legislative 6e

powers of the state to secure the passage of progressive library
laws for Indiana, Mr, Dunn wrote:-

"My dear Mr. Pickhardt:

Your favor of the 23rd recalls the days when you were a member
of the great reform legislatures or 1889 and 1891, and I was
State Librarien, You may remember that I offended some
sensitive members by a .omewhet zealous advocacy of township
libraries, and a movement was started to dispense with my
services. I remember that you were one of those who saved

me from official deecapitation.

I was a member of the PFublic Library Commission from the start,
and served for twenty years. Wwe adopted a goal of at least one
free public library for every county in Indiana. Dubois County
hoas been a hard nut to erack. I did everything I could think
of to get it started, but without avail; until now comes a
woman who does the job. I wonder if the people of pubois
County realize what sle has done for them. Let me whisper it
to you: She has saved the county from being & "tail-ender” in
progress. ‘lhere are only two other counties left that have not
Joined the ~rocession - Crawford and Pike. I see that it is-

proposed to name fhe library for uvenevieve Williams. It would ’

statue of her placed in the building,

I cannot tell how gratified I am over your library movement, 1

only hope th:ut you may get sturted off right. rhere is more in
thot than most people imagine. c¢ull in the rublie Library
Commission in every time of trouble, and also when it looks like

plain sailing, “The Commission is here to help new libraries.

You will need skilled aid from the start. ror instance, in §

your book shower, you will get a lot of junk. +chat is sn in-
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variable rule. mut it is not everytody who knows what junk is,

1 have known people to sell booia, pamphlets, old papers, etc.,
for a cent a pound, that were worth ten dollars a pound. this
is especially true as to materizl for loeal history. You have
to get thut from home - you cannot buy it in new YTork.
In regerd to the utility of the library, you can throw every
other consideration aside and urge its berefit to the children
alone. 1 have just been reading a statement by one of our
officials of the difficulty of education in naitii: "While they
jearn to read in school, returning home to & complete dearth of
literature, they very soon forget. put even if they did not
forget, what a folly for Indiana to spend over 20,000,000 a
year in teaching children how to read and then to give them
nothing to read. Give the kiddies a chanee, und not only the
ehildren of well-to-do parents, but every future voter of your
vieinity. 8 sam Jones said of religion, "Put your fodder on
the ground, where everything ean get it, from a giraffe to a
billy=-goat.”
In the fall of 1891, 1 talked to the State Teachers’ Associati on
on the librery question and quoted from ueorge mardy of New York:
"It is by providing generous opportunities for the reading of the
best books and teaching the children %o read them properly, that
1 believe the grave problem of morul edueation in our public
sehools can be solved." The longer 1 live, the more certain 1
am thet this is true. Mo father or mother can afford to overlook
it.
singerely yours,
J. C« Dunn.
4 few days after the filing of the subseription lists with

the county oderk, appointments were made for the ercation of the
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library board. Judge John H. Dillon, of Jasper, judge of the !

Cireuit Court, named three members, J. W, Finke, (term;lyr.),
Louis H. C. Wagner, (term 2 yrs,), Genevieve M., Willlems,
(term, 3 yfs.). The City Council of Hnntingburg.n&med two
members: J. V, Stimson (term, 1 yr.) Mrs. Lula M. Lukemeyer,
(term, 1 yr.). The City Hoard of Education named two members:
Mrs. Ed. H, Dufendach (term, 2 yrs.), W. E. Menke (term 2 yrs.)

At twelve thirty oteloeck F.M., on Monduy, .pril 24, 1922
the seven newly appointed members of the Library Bourd, who had
received their legal certificates of appointment from the
respective appolating bodies, were driven by J. V. Stimson to
the County Seat of Jasper, eight niles distant where Chcs. H.
Bartley, Clerk of the Gircuit Court, administered the oath of
office, Jlmmediately thereafter, o1 the east steps of the
Court House, an official pieture o the bBoard was taken by
tlois Sprauer of Jasper, a copy of vhich was placed 1in the

rchives of the Library.

the Board members iumedictely re-entered the Court House,
«nd held their first meeting, in tho reception room of the
Court Chamber, for the purpose of o‘'ganization. Louls Vagner
was chosen president, Mrs. Lula Lukemeyer, vice-president und
Genevieve M, Williams, secretary.

It had recuired active work to complete the necessary
prelirinaries; inecident to the legal creation of the Librury
pBoard on April 24, but there was 1 speciul reuson for desiring
this date to merk the official bezinning of library work in
Huntingburge.

on PFebruary 24, 1922 just wo months before, Gov, Warren
G, Me Cray of Indiané had issued the following proclom:tion,

designating the week of april 208-29 as Indiana Librury Week,

- . A e e add At dkh Yademd A tha abata.
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"Whereas, §¢ spread the influence of good books is not s i
simply a missionary work for human betterment, but a patriotie |
work in disseminating the principles in whieh demooraoy finds
support and strength"™, and

"Whereas, Todey, as never before, the well being of our
state und the progress of our communities depend upon the vigor
and effectiveness of our educational institutions, our public
libraries as well as our shcools, and

"Whereas, The publie library in Indiana and elsewhere has
proven itself one of the most valuable sosial, spiritual mnd
practical forces in the life of any commnity, by fostering
refleotion, ideals and progress, and by stiﬁnlating the read-
ing and assimilation of the best in books, the treasure chests
of human aspiration and knowledge,

"Therefore, in order that the eitizens of Indiena may
come to recognize more fully the value of books, reading and
libreries, and that they may become more femiliar with the
advantages and needs of the publie libr:ries in their own
cormunities,

by virtue of my authority as governor of the State of
Indianu, I, Warren 7. Mc Cray, do now designate the weeck of
April 23-29, 1922 ®e Indicna Library Week, and do urge the
observance of this week in all perts of the State, 1 especially
recommend that the trustees of public libraries, librari.ns,
teachers, and clergymen, do their utmost to reach all in each
community with the message and influence cf good books.

{Signed) Warren 1, Mo Cray
The State House. Governor of Indiana,

Febrmary 24, 1922, Indianupolis, Indiana,
21y

It became the earnest hope of those interested, that ‘F?qu/a
{
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‘Huntingburg might be able to celebrate this week as the bir th-
. week of a publie ubgnry in the comminity. <To that end, efforts

10.

. were put forth for the legal creation of the Library moard on

Monday, April 24, so tha$ the remainder of the week might be
given over to the promotion of active steps toward securing
co-operation in awakening library interest imn the schools and
throughout the ¢ity.

With the hearty support of the local press, the teachers
and pupils of the publie schools, and the ministers and churches
of the eity, enthusiastic interest in the library movemert @ﬁzénp
dered. wvuring the week, story hours were conducted in th;\grados,
and speckers from the ¢ity addressed the high school and grade
students on various phases of library work. Plans were formu-
lated for condueting a book shower in the schools and throughout
the entire city.

srrangements were made to close the week ol activity with
a public meeting at the City nall on Sunday afternoon April 30,
when %, J, Hamilton, of Inddanajolis, secretary of the Public
Library vommission would aduress the gathering. un April 26,
mayor Louis Wagner issued & proelam:tion, designating Sumday,
April 30, as Librery Day in Huntingburg end urged ministers on
that day, to use appropriaté themes for their sermons, individuals
to read some ihspiring plege of literature, or to discuss the
library project, and as many as possible, to be present at the
special meeting at the City Hall,

ut., Hamilton arrived in Huntingburg at 11:30 o'clock, Sumniay
morning ~pril 30, and was met at the station aund escorted to the
Tdeal Hotel by a reeeption committee, composed of the following
¢itizens: Mayor Louis C. Wagner, A. L. uray, H. U, wothert, n. W,
Pickhardt, J. V. Stimson, K. Be rish, C. Kornrumpf, r. G. Katter-
henry, and He W A, Hemmer,
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he Le Gray, o1ty attorney, presided at the public meet-
ing held at £:00 o'elock Sunday afternoon, at -the City Hall on

'ocigor Street.

Wilbur Protsman, high sohool principal, and Miss Anna
Behrens and Miss Mildred Katterhenry, (now Mrs Clyde Henke of
Milweukee, ¥iso,) members of the high school faculty had
superintended the work of decorating, with flegs and flowers,
the stage upon which members of fhe pewly appointed Library
Board, members of the City Council and of the Boerd of
Education and the reseption committee were seated.

Jacob Blessinger, 4 Bolim, I. Re Mupphy, and John Barllet,
of the City Council, end Frank G Katterherry, president of the
Board of Education, Henry Summers, secretary and E. Fe. Steinkamp,.
treasurer, were members of two @#f the official appointing bodies
president.

Mr. Hamilton made & splendid address on the Subjeoct, "The
public Library, aniagset to the Communi ty." Following the
address Mre. Aes Lo ﬁwag. in a pleasing preseniation speech, in-
troduced the new members of the Lilrary Board to the audience,
who received them most cordiallys

The floowing is the complete program for the afternoong

Musie Philhermonic Orchesira
0. ¥« EKoenig, directar

" smerica® Ensemble

Invocation Rew, C. P. Me Kinney,
pastor of Trinity M.E.Chureh.

Male Quartette Albert Partenheimer, Walter
Reutepohler ,BEdwin Schwartz

and Ben Feldmeyer.

Reading #§hen My Ship Comes In"
Mrs Cecil Dlemker,

Address nThe Public Library; an
agset to the Community"”
Mr. W, P Hem il ton.




xntroducuon of Huntingburg Publie Library Board, 12,

C1ty A%y, goL. Gray,

Bumu Louis Wagner ‘
president Liﬂrary Board,

Informal taiku by Citizens.

"Indiana" Sowit — Miessner :
"Hymn to Indiana® — Langdon

High Sehool Alumni Chorus
Musie Philharmonic Orchestra
Benedietion Dre Rs Re Filbrandt.

Immedietely following the slose of the meeting, Mr. Hamilton,
after posing in front of the City Hall for a picture with members
of the Library Boerd, City Council, Board of Edueation and the
Reception Committee, held an informal meeting on the City Hall
Stage with members of the Library Board,

rollowing the impetus gziven to the library movement during
Indiana Libraery Week, those ia charge settled down to the business
of orgenizing details, and bringing to & suceessful conclusion
plans begun during the week for condueting the book shower, and
assembling nececssary egul pment for Gperating tne library.

Through the united efforts of the,achool organization and
committees of citizens in the churches and civie organizations,
the book sfower was finished on Monday, May 29, and on Wednesday,
May 31, Miss Mayme 8nipes, of Indienapolis, of the State Library
Commission, arrived to organize the library for serviece. ‘the
task of organization was stupendous - that of sorting, discarding,
classifying, eataloguing, and preparing for circulation the fifteen
hundred books secured in the book shower, but with the help orf maqg
willing volunteer workers, young and old, the work was at last

completed and things wére in readiness to open the library to the

- publie on June 29, 1922,

Meanwhile, during the month of May, the Library Board had

held five meetings, during which several important questions were

¢ .,
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discussed and settled., 13,

+he first meeting was held at 8:0Q ofcloeck, on iriday even-
ing, May 5, in the Directars' room of the First KNational Dank,
corner Fourth and Main streets. sll members were present except
J. V. Stimson, who was abse; t from the ¢ity. At this meeting, a
code of by-lews, recommended by the Publie Library Commission of
Indisne was adopted, and a recsolution puesed to offer the use of
the library to citizens of Patoka township, under condit ions
provided by the Indiana State librery law. -rhis offer wus accept-
ed at the ,ugust meeting of the Township ~dvisory poard, end the
necessary tax levy was made for the support of the library. At
this first meeting the Board accepted an invitation from Miss
Emma U Thillips, librarian of the 1ell City library, to attend
s District Library meeting at rell City on Mey 18. 1t was there
that the Loerd, with a perfect membership attendance, was initiated
into the wurm fellowship of the library fraternitﬁ. A% this meet-
ing standing committees were appointed for the year, &and the second
Monday night of euch month was the time set for the regular meet-

ing of the 1oardy subsequently, the time was changed to the first

_Thursduy nisht of each month.

Uther Board meetings of the month were held on May 10, 13,
17 end 23, and the pepblems of selecting a place for the library
and the appointment of a librarian were settled, At the meeting
on May l?, the lLoard chose for the library two large rooms adjoin-
ing the "hoenix Fotel on rifth and Vun puren streets, formerly
used as sumple rooms by the hotcl and owned by J. W. Schwartz.
The libr:ry is still housed in these quurters. Uﬁ May 25, miss
Genevieve M. Williams, a former teccher in the [untingburg High
Sehool was selected as librarian, and is still serving in that
capacity.

4t two o'elock, on svhursdey afternoon, June 29, 1922, the
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Huntingburg Publio Library was informally ppened to the publie

for the cireulation of books., A nunbéf”of’volunteer workers
assisted the librericn in the work of registration, amd in the
selection end discharging of books.

+he two lorge well lighted library rooms had been made
comfortable and attractive by donutions of chairs, tables and
other necessary ecuipment. ‘there were about tuélve hundred volumes
salviged from the book shower, and three hundred loaned by the
Publie Library Commission., With these, the library began business,

The first tax levy for the support of the library wes made |
in September, 1922, by the City of Huntingburg end Patoka town-
ship, but no funds from this source were available until June,
1923, Meanwhile, by practicirg rigid econcmy, the library met
promptly its financial obligations for the first year, Frayments
collected on the subseription nledges, end aduitional donations
of money from individuals and orgenizations tided over the first
twelve months. smong the orgenizations meking substantial contri-
butions to the library, were tie muntingburg Cheuteuque .ssocia-
tion, the Betsy Ross Circle, tuntingburg musie Club and Semper
Para‘us Ulub.

During scven weeks of the summer of 1984, the librarian
attended the summer school for librarians, held at indiunapolis,
under the direetion of the rublie Library Commission of Indiana,
Mrs, E., H., Dufendach scted as libraricn during this period.

iuring the nine years of its existencq/in aduition to the
gifts made duriﬁg the mook Shower, the Huntingburg Publie Library
hes been the reeipient, at various times, of several noteworthy
gifts of Looks and trophiles.

In Jamary 1983, the first of these gifts ocame from Mrs,
Neney Mo Mohan Jones, of liew Rochelle, NeY., & native of

Huntingburg. Upon the death of her husband, Dr. Johm ¥, Jones,

.
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an eminent divine in the methodist Episoopal ghurch, Mrs. Jones

presented to the library a purt of her hAasband's valuable colleotion
of bocks. 1his gift of tlrece hundred books consisted of reference -
works, history, literature, travel a«nd theology.

Tn .ugust, 1925, o second large gift ocume irom another former
citizen, Col. C. C, Schreeder of Mvansville, a ch:rfRr nember of
shiveley Post No. 68, G.A.R of Huntingburg, and formerly post-
mester ,and editor of the muntingburg.4rgus. Col. Schreeder, now
deceased, was widely read and travelled. 7{e had been uctive
politically in local tnd state affairs, and wus a prominent
figure in G.c.Re local, state, und nutional organizutions, In-
cluded in his gift of rive-ﬁpndred tooks, were muny of value,
especiclly from the peint of view of the collestor and historisn,
Rare out-of-print books by Ilndiuna writers and @ splendld collect-
ions ﬁhich the library wus beginninge

iuring this same month of Auguaf, 1925, announcement was
mode by the librariun thut the effects of Shiveley rost No., 68
G, A. R., which hod psssed out of existence on June 26, 1925, hed
been turned over to the libreary by vommunder ired H. Poetker,

These effects consisted of the offieial records of the rost,
dating from the time of its orgunization, June 2, 188Z, to the
dey of its last meeting ond disbandment, June 26, 1925 - the
description Look, corntaining the roll of meﬁbers, ad jugcnt's
records, fromed churter, picture “pd sword of Cecptain Lewis
Byron Shiveley, for whom the FPost wus numed, the Post Il.g cnd
severnl Civil wir guns and knupsuoks.

severnl months later, nother zdcition wus mide to the
¢ivil war colleetion by vorporal John S, irademeyer, & clvil
wgr veteran of Shivelcy Post, who presented to the library his
interesting colleetion of Indian and Civil war relies,

In August, 1926, Mr, Leo. H. Fisher, a promine. t attorney
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of muntingburg, whose father, captain Mormon Fisher was a cha;"¥
member of ohiveley rost, GedRe presented to the 1ibrary a valuable F
gift of reference books the greater pert of which reluctes to vivil

War subjects. (n eight volume set of vivil wmar records of Indiana,

e

the report of ddjutant general Scrrall of Indiena; & comple te set
of the official records of the Union and confeserate navies, in the
War of the Hebellion, and 2 ten volume set of the letiers and

messages of the vresidents of the tnited States from washington

to Mc Kinley, compose the major part of the collection. E

tpon the death of pr. Eo ,E.,fenglebach, & well known §
physicicn of Hunt ingburg, Nrs. wenglebach donated to the library E
£ifty books from her husband's 1ibrary, consisting of history, Z
fietion ¢nd reference works in the fiﬂgd of medicine.

judged from the standpoint of publications of locul writers,
the Huntingburg vublic Library has & unique and noteworthy
collection, It 1s the result of ye Irs of work on the purt of a

native bvorn former citizen of Huntingburg - lr. 0tto A. Hothert,

of Louisville, Kentucky, who for mgpy yeors has been seoretury

of the famous historicul rilson vhub of lLouisville, gnd & well
known writer in the field of Kentucky history. M. rothert
started the collection in ihe name of his young nephew, matthew
sothert, now grown %0 manhood, & son O MI'e and mr8. ne Ce
Rothert, former citizens of Huniingburg.

in 1929, the Rotherts, unele und nephev, presented to the
loeal libr.ry these puvlic.tlons, unGer the nome ~The mMatthew
Hwothert .ubois uvounty sriters' Collection.” This contribution
{s of inestimable vyalue to the 11braTy, in its preservation of
mcterial conneoted with the loec:l history of t e community, a8
well as in its collection of publicetions on foreign subjects
by former Dubois County citizens, 'The collection consists of

cbout sixty books, pumerous pamphlets, magazine erticles, and



and musical ooupeiit&enl-by-nubois cvounty authors, und a oomplsi:
r11§ of the cowrolpondonﬁe condusted by Mr, Rothert while assomhi.
ing the materiale

In 1929, Hr.'Am L. Gray, of Hollywood, ¥loride, o former
eitizen of Huntingburg, presented to the libraery & collection

of seventy-five books, i{neluding fietion, history, economies and

reference books in the field of lndiuna lew,

1n pugust 1930, Grace «nd Raymond Rush, of Indianupolls,

former residents of Huntinghurg, presented to the 1ibrury & splendid

gift of tiree hundred books. rhe coileetion, which for the most
part is mode up of well bound editions of the classical writers,
fiction, history, essays end biography, was given to the library
as a memorial to the father of the donors, K. C. Rush, 2 former
gitizen of Huntingburge
on November 20, 1926 final negotictions were completed for
the purchase of a site for a librory building. The most desir-
able lot in the elity for & structure of thet kind, sltuated on
the corner of rifth end Jackson streets, wWas purchased from the
heirs of one of sunti ngourg's pioneer fumilies - Jacob rromm.
1t is & beautifully ghaded coruner lpt 131 x 153 feet, upon which
gt111 stands the old home, reconditioned by the Library pourd,
and used as rental property, pending the ereeticn of a library
buildinge
Since the organization of the Library in april 1922, the

following persons have gerved on the Librery 1oard:

Louis Wagner, pril 1922 (still serving)

J. W, Finke, -pril 1922 (still serving)

W. E. Menke, :/pril 1922 (8t111 serving)

Mrs. Ed. He nufendach, april, 1922 (8till serving)

Genevieve M. Williums, spril, 1922 | st11l serving)

J. V. Stimson, April 1922, - lNovember 1920,
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Geos S%s Jpeelo, July 1926-4ipril 1929, 18,
irs,Louis €., Lukemeyer, pril 1922-.pril 1929,

Mrs, W. E. Ellsworth, spril 1929 - (still serving)

He W, 4. Hmmmer, spril 1929 - (still serving)

The oity of Huntingburg eand Patoke township, which com-
pn%ﬁi‘ie the area served by the local library, have a combined
pnpulation_or 4,396, 0t the close of the first fisocal year,
June, 1923, there were 790 borrowers enrolled; at the close of
the present fiseal year, June, 1931, there were 1322 borrowers,
Circulation figures for the first year reported 15,070 books
borrowed; for the last year, 20,160 books. During the nine
yvears, since the opening of the library, 145,463 books were
in eirculation, an everage of 16,163 books yearly.

In June, 1983, the library had 1028 books, and was receiv-
ing, regulsrly, five periodieals; in June 1931, the library had
5,210 bocks @nd receives 24 periodieals and newspapers,
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